_ - — — OS — — 
5 a ——— ̃ et ———̃ Y —— 
* — „4 - — a 
* . * 


= 


N 
| | - 
9 * 1 
1 bo WS ,4 
Ch ; 
IONS : | p ; » 
5 Na of | * 
' 4 . 
” [4 ; * 
- , 1 47 i . ö \ 
8 | % NT. 
— 4 +; 
; # wn dr. $414,695 5 IF” wy axe AP n r 
oh N. 2 7 * * kde 8 n e re 0 81 
. | 1 0 Y N 
KOTA 
A. \ * F C FS 
"3 8 
OWL 
4 
N 1 — * 
7 * , '« — * 
# \ #} | hd | 
. 5 — . a 
C44 fl Li 4 
A "3 ”. wh dw VA 
., 
% . 
. : 9 "> 
FT nc 0 An N 
| a 8 492 22 
\ 
Ft 


* 


3 „ Ve „ 4 W * . 8 
8 2 - Ns _ nt * 1 2 - « 
4 295 7 ' „ S * 2 1 5 5 » Wy ld © 


<4 Trp > „ F & 1 
8 o eee e {vs 


Lulemurmneſß i in Nager 


Abe Gres 8 iNoft A 


Together with 


REFLECTIONS | 
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The reft of 1 my Worthy Friends, bens 
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of che Pariſh of St. rere | 
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GENTLEMEN, | | ur 


pl Publ; ſhing theſe Diſcow ſes, 


1 Uſe, I muſt place i in 
1 two Partitylars, | * 


YN 


1 
* 
z 

1 


in * your FR: 


ll which were intended for your ou 


# DEDICATION. 

. Firſt, 4u Opportunity hereby. given m me, 1 
ting known to "ths World, the oſt -ndedring. 
Obligations which you have been: pleas d td bows 

me with, ever f nce I have had the good Fortunt 


10 be Related to Jon, 45 Jour Paſtor. 
\Q\ vl e 2. 
2 5 2 ſon 52 YT, ber h 


acknowledge the ood Inclinations of all my Neigh- 
bours, as to that mutual Friendſhip id good Will 
which is ſo eminently maintain d by you all.) Fa- 
tho we are not witbout that Calamity, which þo 
generally prevails in this divided Nation, of hay- 


ing many. amongſt.» 16, abo void a Communi- 
on with our Church; yet 1 muſt ſpeak, it to 


all your Praiſes, That 7 know not any People, 
| who are more Hnited within themſelves in all 


e 


our W upon. 18 Pa lick ee 7 
the Pariſh, uſually begin wi Fe [ 
Rindueſs and Good Will, and wich = 


monſtrations of mutual Candour and Hnanimic) 
Even 


. . ˙ W eG 


[CAT TON; 


Je har Grü, Nobie and Wwpenſive' Work of 
ne at Brannfying Hur Chureſ, vas lates 
7 5 fn 'd without the 5 ee on. Diſſes 
10 far „ 0 5 0 1 


— n 8 an Evident 1 * juſt 
eee ee Wa ya * l 


4 * your Deſi 7e to = "this Diſcourſe 
g ſent . 7 per ſoade my felt, the chief 1. 
0 tive which inclin d you to it, was, 4 Pleaſure ou 
Leceiyd, in ſeeing a moſt Chriſtian Vertue 
eſcud from thoſe Abuſes, which have been found 
moſt fatal and miſchievous to the Reputation and 
Peace of our moſt Excellent Conſtitution in 
Church and State : Together with a Religious 
Zeahs in you, to have. * Mens Underſtandings | 
ſet right in 60 5 Material 4 Doctrine of Chriſtianity | 
4s well as your own. May this, indeed, be the | 
effect of the Publication of them; then J ſhall | 


1 Bleſs "that 3 which Arge me to tus i 
E "| 


„% DEDICATION: 
Underta ling; 0 and rejoyce in the Application 
which: you have been: Neu to ms on my * 


liſhing of them. 11, 104i hl 


May the Great G0 D, in whom ve Bü 
and whom we Serve, ever keep you all under the 
Guidance of bis Divine. Truths and Protection: 
| May he ever Guard and Bleſs you with all preſent 
and Eternal Peace and Proſperity : This is and 
ſhall be the neſſn ant Proer' and Supplicatio 
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by RE V. Chap. IIl. Ver. xv, xvj. 
mt WW hom thy Works, that thou art neither hot nor 
ad cold; I would thou wert cold or hot. 


n. So then, becauſe thou art lukewarm, and neither 
' cold nor hot, I will ſpew thee out of my Mouth. 


RAC tat HESE Words fer before us that 
=—_ 1 —A Commiſſion which the Amen, 
YT. „ the Holy Chriſt of God, the 
faithful Wirnets of all the Truths 
»3 of his Heavenly Father, gave 
} his Apoſtle Sr. John, to arraign 
the Angel, or Biſhop of the 
Church of Laodicea, in the 
Name of God's Divine Majeſty ; arraign him in 
God's holy Spirir, for his Negligence and Uncon- 
cernedneſs, for his Careleſſneſs and Indifference in 
the great Cauſe of God's Eternal Truth, in the De- 
fence and Maintenance of that important Truſt of 
God's Church, which was then committed to his 
Care. Write, ſays the High-Pricſt of our 2 
1 B the 


* 


— — — 
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the ſupreme and only infallible Biſhop of Souls; 
Write; I know thy Works, that thou art neither 
cold nor hot. And then again, for a Teſtimony of 
God's Divine Diſpleaſure in this mighty Particular, 
he openly declares; I wonld thou wert cold or hot: 
Which is farthec manifeſted, by the Judgments and 
Indignation, his certain Forſaking and Renouncing, 
with which he threatens them upon this their Luke 
warmneſs, viz. Becauſe thou art lukewarm, neither 


cold nor hot, I will ſpew thee out of my Mouth. 


Fox the better, and more uſeſul Explication and 
Application of which Paſſage of Holy Scripture; | 
will, | ; 

I. EN ur REH wherein conſiſts the Nature of that 
Lukewarmneſs, which is here pointed out by the 
Spirit of God, as a Sin moſt grievous and abomi 
nable in his ſight. 

Il. Maxx ſome Reflections upon thoſe Modern 
Notions of Chriſtianity which have been propags- 
ted amongſt us, under the plauſible Shew and Ti- 
tle of Moderation; that every impartial Man may 
judge, Whether the Moderation ſo much applaud- 
ed, does not appear, in all the Properties and Qua- 
lities of it, to be this very Lukewarmneſs, which is 
ſo highly deteſted and ſpoken againſt by our bkl- 
ſed Saviour, the Chriſt of God. | 

(il. 1 ſhall leave it to Mens Conſciences to de- 
termin, Whether it muſt not be more neceſſary 
and ſafe to reſolve to repent of, than continue to 
promote, the Practice of ſo great an Evil; which 
may provoke God to ſpew us, and our Church, as 
he did that of Laodicea, out of his * 
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i Firs r, then, The Sin here pointed at is Latc- 
L nomneſs; which muſt be an Indifferency and Un- 
of FF concernedneſs for Religion; for rhe Exerciſe of its 
1. boly Duties; for che Security, Peace and Felicity 
of all its Doctrines: Ir is, doubtleſs, that ſupine 
d and indevout Spirit of Hypoci iſy, which, for the 
are of a preſent Worldly Advantage, of ſame de- 
ficable Con veniency, will cry: up the Ways and 
r Truths of God, as loud as the ſincereſt Profeſſors: 
of his Faith ; ſpeak ſoftly and moſt reverentially of 
" his Eternal Son, upon occaſion : But yet, upon 
n every Turn in the Humours of Men, or its ow- n 
Intereſt ; upon every Trial or Temptation that may 
12 endanger its Gain, is ready to give up its Princi- 
4 ples, to ſhake Hands with the moſt receivd Ma- | 
tue vims of God's Truth, as with an uſeleſs and unpro- | 
mr I fable Ally, and ſhew no longer Zeal for Religi- | 
on, than Religion may appear ſerviceable to its 
Defires, Church and Truth are moſt valuable Con- 
57 MN fiderations, when they are preſented to our view 
'E vith the Garniſhments of Lordſhips and Prehemi- 
© Foencies, whilſt a Man finds he ſhall live the better by 
UC" Ythe one, and be made Honourable thro' the other; 
rag inds his account in frequenting the Prayers of the 
Nel. Church,and has his appearance at theHoly Sacrament 
der o' it be bur now and then, mcerly for a Qualificati- 
ge. Jen, remark d as a good Title to Promotion: But ur- 
on the firſt change of its Influence; when the Fa - 
** ion of the World invites another way; when too 
ich Aereat a ſenſe of Religion, too rigid an adherence 
\ 2 Principles may ſpoil one's Fortune ; when Reli- 
„ion is found thus ſtripp'd of its mcſt amiab'e 
Charm, the Promiſe of this World; it is not worth 
their owning, who arc too moderate, to be found 
| B 2 alpi- 
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| [4] | 
aſpiring at a Zeal for a better: In a word, That 
Man may moſt properly be ſtil'd Latewarm, who, 
though with his Mouth he ſhall confeſs the Almigh- 
ty Creator and Redeemer of Men, yet ſhall not 
have God in all his Thoughts, unleſs it be to flout 
at his Word and burleſque his Precepts; who can 
be Religious, or not Religious, as Times go; and 
have his Conſcience moving this way or that way, 
as the Friendſhips of the World ſhall direct: Who 
will not publickly deny God, nor yet have Faith 
enough to own him at all adventures: Who is wil- 
ling ro make one of the glorious number of God's 
Elect in the Kingdom of Heaven hereafter, if he 
may be let alone to indulge this Senſes, and, with 
Leviathan, to take his Paſtime in the Kingdoms of 
the Earth at preſent; take his Humour, without 
controul or vexation, in a univerſal Complaiſance 
and Civility to all Perſons and Cauſes, without 
being check d by Principles, or ty'd down to the 
| MNlaviſh Reſtraints of Scripture and Revelation: Who 
is a Friend alike to all Religions; as ready to do 
or ſuffer as much for all, as for any; Who in all 
things Sacred hath learn'd a perfect Indifferency, 
and has Sanctity enough to become all things to all 
Men : Not that with the bleſſed Apoſtle, he may 
gain ſome ; but, like the Sycophant in the Comedy, 
that he may ſerve himſelf out of all; ſhake the 
Sted faſtneſs of the moſt Devout, and, by his Court: 
ſhip ingratiate with rhe Debauch'd. To finiſh the 
Character of the Laterarm: He is a hearty Pro- 
feſſor of Chriſt, but no Enemy to the Deiſt, who 
denies him; talks as paſſionately for the Goſpel as 
any other Man, but makes a Conſcience to dil. 
pleaſe the Acheiſt 3 cries up the Church, but my 
is 
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his ſweeteſt Satisfaction with Sectaries; can wor- 
ſhip God in Spirit and in Truth, and at the very 
ſame time ſit moſt patient under the Docttines of: 
Devils; ſtrenuouſly aſſert the Rights of the Church 
of Chriſt, and yet moſt meekly comport with the 
Enemies of all Revelation: In ſine, He is all Love, 
Obligation, Tenderneſs and Indulgence to Hereſies 
and Schifms, and a profeſt Enemy to none but ſuch, 


S 8 7 


S = 


ch doubted Truths of God. Le n $1 17 

il. Tur chis is the juſt and real Character of the 
d'; Ltewarm Man, here reproach'd and threatned with 
he Wl Judgments by the Spirit of God in my Text, will 
ich appear, if we reflect awhile upon the Words, and 
of I obſerve, wherein Lukewermneſs does conſiſt. Now 
ur this is very clearly ſet before us in the Words of 
ace the Apoſtle, who in the Spirit of the holy Jeſus 
out = declares, 7 know thy Works, thou art neither cold nor 
the ! bet: Thou art not Fot; that is, Thou art neither 
ho! zealous in the Faith, fervent in Spirit, nor careful 
do of the bleſſed Treaſures of God's Church entruſted 
all Y with thee. Thou art not Cold: that is, Thou art 


cy, vot an open Renouncer of the Goſpel of thy Lord; 


all which ſhews, that che Genius which is hateful, and 
nay an abomination to God, is that eaſie, pliable, com- 
dy, plying and engaging Spirit, which, Polypus like, 
the works it (elf into all Shapes and Colours that come 
urt-Y near it; changes wich every Change, and in the 
the moſt notorious Everlions of Principles, has too 
Pro- much Moderation to b2-refolvd : Who will irankly 
who acknowledge, that the holy Scriptures are the only 
as Rule of Faith and Life, and yet manifeſt the moſt 
dil. obliging Services for Free- Ihinters. No queſtion 
aces}}] this Sin of Lukewarmneſs, which is with ſuch Seri- 
his | ouſneſs 


2s ſhall appear the ſtedfaſteſt Adherers to the un- 
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ouſneſs and Severity cenſur d by our Lord, is 

to be found in that looſe and unſettled Hearr, whi 
keeps all matters of Religion at che greareſt di- 
ſtance from it; which allows of no Principles of 
Conſtancy in Religion but this, To be conſtant ty 
none; Which owns it neceſſary to profeſs ſome Ne 
ligion, but fooliſh and unneceſſary to adhere tog 
cloſely to any; which takes up Doctrines, and as 
it does its Vanities, its Superfluities and Habits, 
which it puts on and leaves off as Faſhions do pre 
vail. Thzt this is the Sin, which, however char: 
ming it may appear to the Eyes of Fleſh, is moſt 
odious in the ſight of God, is manifeſt, by our 
Saviour's own Expreſſion at the end of my Text, 
F would thou wert cold or hot. By Cola, Interpreters 
underſtand one who is a perfect Stranger to the 
Life of Grace, an Alien from the Commonwealth 
of Ifrael, an open Enemy of the bleſſed Jeſus, and 
Impugner of all his Heavenly Truths. Again: By 
Hot; One who proſeſſes to believe in God, and 
Chriſt Jeſus whom he has ſent, and is zealous in 
that Faith, embraces all the Principles of Chriſt ia- 
nity in Sincerity, as a Treaſure which is never to be 
partedwith,no not for all the Allurements of the Uni. 
verſe, no not for the Gain of this Life preſent 3 much 
leſs ſurely purely to pleaſe and gratifie Men: And 
ſo this pathetical Wiſh of the Spirit of God, 7 would 
thou wert eold or hot, plainly ſignifies, That an open 
Enemy, a meer Pagan, is more acceptable to the 
| bleſſed Feſus than a lukewarm Chriſtian : One who 
ſhall deny, that Jeſus is come in the Fleſh, is pre- 


ferable, in the Deſires and Choice of Chriſt him- 


ſelf, to all ſuch Members of his Church who bear 
his Name, but as to all the Doctrines and Princi- 
ples 
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7 
ples of his Goſpel, Gallio-like, care for none of 
thoſe things; leave them to the Wiſdom of the 
World, the Humour of Men, the Byaſs of Intereſts, 
and Chances of Times, to form and moderate as 
Mens Luſts ſhall perſwade. | 


Is is poſſible this Doctrine may be aſtoniſhing 


in the Ears of the Zakewarm, in an Age when they 
are ſo numerous and prevailing; in an Age, when 
the Hot and the Cold are ſtigmatized with the 
ſame Diſgrace; in an Age, when Modeſty ſeems 
fled out of our World, and many moſt celebrated 
Writers are found ſetting under the Conviction of 
the moſt notorious Self · Contradictions, even in 
Points of Doctrine, without bluſhing ; in an. Age, 
wherein none but the Zukewarm are allowd to be 
adorn d with a true Spirit of Chriſtianity, yet this is 
cettainly the Doctrine of God's Spirit, which here 
wiſhes all Men Hot, zealous for the Faith; or 
Cold, Strangers, nay Enemies to it; which excludes 
the Lukewarm from the Objects of Chriſt's Choice; 
nay admoniſhes one of the ſeven Stars, one of the 
zolden Candleſticks, which once bore a moſt ſhi- 
ning and burning Light, I will ſpew thee ont of my 
Mauth, even ſpew thee out for this very reaſon, 
Becauſethou art Lukewarm. | ſee not what other 
Meaning the Words can fairly be conceivd to bear, 
and then ſurely it will not be deſpis d by any ſober 
Chriſtian, as High Flying in us; if it be, we need 
not be aſham'd of ſuch Heights, ſhould we hum- 
bly beſeech God, that this Reflexion of his holy 
Spirit may ſo turn and influence all our Hearts. 


by its indelible Impreſſions upon our Souls, that 


we may from this time reſolve to follow the Ad- 
vice given to the Laodictans in this Chapter, reſo 
henceforth to be zealous and repent. TH. 1 


1 
Tua x ſuch Repentance muſt be moſt worthy of 
all our Deſires, ſuch a Reſolution of Zeal mol 
becoming our holy Calling, will further be acknoy: 
ledged, if we ſtop awhile here, and conſider this 
myſterious Wiſh of our Redeemer, wherein he owns 
the Hot, and prefers the Cold, the meer Pagan, ty 
the Lukewarm: He ſays not, I would thou wert Luke. 


nam; no, this was their Character, and their Sin, 


which had then reach'd Heaven, and pull'd dow 
the Thunderings of God's Spirit upon them fron 
on high; but, I would thos wert cold, rather Coli 
than Ltemarm, rather no Chriſtian than an H 
'erite, which God remarks all Lukewarm Profe 
to be. N Dl 
Ir is manifeſt, that the gracious Redeemer of 
Men and Lover of Souls, who brought Life and 
Immortality to Light, on purpoſe that all Ma 
might behold its Beauties, and purſue the Enjoy 
ment of its Glories, could not abſolutely wiſh, tha! 
| 


any ſhould be Pagans; particularly any ſuch who 
had received but the Form of his Divine Knoy 
ledge; and therefore, our bleſſed Lord here ma 
humbly be conceiv'd to ſpeak only by way of Con 
pariſon: * I wiſh, indeed, thou wert rather cold 
* a'profeſs'd Adverſary and Impugner of my Church 
* than Lukewarm, a Lover and Well-wiſher to m 
* Goſpel in meer Profeſſion, in bare Words anc 
* outward Declarations, but in truth devoic 
“0 of the power of Godlineſs, which worketh b 
Love, and cf the Zeal of the Spirit, which 
* courageth Perſeverance” Hypocriſy and 

Indifference arc one and the {ame thing, they ca 
only the Name of Religion and Church; they a 
of that waxy Compoſition, which is ready for 


In: 


eee 
ya Ampteſſions, but which holde none, no not even 
aol that of God s everlaſting Truths, longer than a moce 
ow. bountiful Hand ſhall interpoſe, and think fit co 
this ſtamp on it the Reverſe of them And the Vindi. 
um estion of chis Choice of out Lord, may humbly be 
to ſet forch in ſuch Reaſons as theſe: = 5 bed. 7 

ule Firſt, Oux gracious Lord, may be conceived ; 

din, have declared; by the Voice of his holy Spirit, 
ond That he had rather Men ſhould be meer Pagans, 
ron than halting and unreſolved; Chi iſtians, in pure 
Commiſerarion and Pity for! the Suk if. Men: 
becauſe! Pagans will have Ignorance, and want of 
a'true Knowledge of God, to offer up. for their 
plea at the dreadful Tribunal of his judgment: 


er of Whereas" the falle, treacherous and artificial. Chri- 
and ſtian will find no Cloak for . his Prevarications with 


Cod; having been convincd out of his Golpel, 
having himfetf, perhaps, in {ome Paſſages, of his 
Life, 4dmoniſh'd others in the very Words ot. Lie, 
He that knoweth his Maſter 8 Will, and doth. it nat, 
hell be beuten with many Stripe. 
Serondly;\T xs Wiſh of the holy Chriſt, of God, 
may be conceiv d to proceed from that unchangea- 
bie Love and Tenderneſs which he bears to his 
holy Spouſe his Church; Knowing that a, Pagan, 
mn open and profeſt Enemy, can never have thoſe 
Opportunities of making havock id his, Church, 
ef perverting the Conſciences o his Fock, and 
betraying them, out of a Concern for his Faith 
ind Truths; as the falſe and diſſembling Members 
of it, who by the Arrtifice af their Subrijties, and 
Crafts ot their Diſſimulations, may {lily impoſe up- 
on the Simplicity of the Faithful, miſguide the 
Conſciences of the * and inleaſibly ir £ 
* 5 them 


"them of their Integrity: The weakeſt Chriſtian b 
ſcatcely to be drove our of his Religion by open 
Infidelity, but a well grounded Believer may be le 
aſide, by the Inſinuations of Diſſemblers; and, 
doubt not, but they ate ſuch fair Outſides, ſuch 
lauſible Appearances of Hypocrites, within the 
ſom of God's Church, which, as our Lord fore 
tells, are furniſſ d to ſeduce, if poſſible, the very Eleh, 
Where all things are declar d to be fafe and quiet, 
and, as it were, out of a poſſibility of danger, no 
Man thinks it needful to ſtand upon the Watch; 
thus not only the liſtleſs and lazy Believers are is. 
dulg'd in their Careleſsneſs and Security, but the 
| beſt inclin'd Devotion held in a Slumber ; and tha 
we may remember, that it is as our Lord adviſes u 
In the Night, and whilſt Men ſleep, that the Enemy 
ſows his Tore, Methinks of all Sleeps, that of In 
ſenſibility muſt be the moſt fatal; when we ſleg 
with our Eyes open, and perfectly awake; whe: 
we cannot, or will not, fee Danger in the midſtol 
Perils; when we are to be lur'd out of, our k 
fing by Jacob's Voice, tho” we feel Eſaus Hands 
are brought to rejoyce at the Advancements of ou 
younger Brother, who would beguile us of ot 
Birth - right, and taught to confide, for the Securit 
of Religion, in the good Words of - Separatiſ 
Il Does not David tell us of a fort of Men, in tba 
Generation in which he liv'd, 7he Wordt of wh 
Months were ſmeother than Butter, but War was i 
| their Heart; their Words were ſofter than Oil, 
1 were they very Swords e Men who had learn d to ſtri 
[ as ſtark dead, ty the ſoftueſs of their Tongues, as. tl 
l Har pne ſi of their Swords: When the Spit it of Ge 
j tells us, that there were ſuch Friends and Frien 


fi 
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1 
ſhips heretoſote, ſhall any Spirit of Man be able to 
enſure us there are not, there cannot be any ſuch 
now? When we conſider Mens Works, why ſhould . 
we mind their Words? Again; Is it not David, 
the Man after God's own Heart, the Man undoubt- 
edly guided by his Spirit, who ſets before us the 
moſt dreadful Scene of Calamities, into which he 
was ſurpriz'd by the Dexterity and Arts, by the 
Fiftions and Inſinuations of his pretended Friends? 
It is not an open Enemy, lays that Royal Saint, that 
hath done me this Diſhonour, for then I could have 
born it 5 neither was it mine Adverſary that did mage. 
nifie himſelf againſt me, for then peradventure [would 
have hid my ſelf. from him But it was even thou, 1 
Companion, my Guide, and mine own familiar Friend; 
we tool ſweet Connſel together, and walled in the 
Houſe of God as Friends, Do we not ſee here all 
the Niceties of Compliance, the Appearances of 
Devotion, the Face of Sanctity, the Pretenſions to 


| che ſame Love and Affection for the Worſhip of 


God, and Services of his Houſe, which were made 
uſe of for the more effectual Deſtruction of a Sc- 
vereign Prince, a Royal Prieſt? And is it ſtill 0 
be upbraided as Flying too high, as an immodc- 


ation of Spirit, in the moſt devoted Servants of 


our God and our Queen, to appear too xreſolvd to 
forſake the Protection of God, the Promiſes of his 
Lore, the Principles of his Faith, and Maxims of 
bis Truth, and caſt our chiefeſt Security upon the 
Honour and Veracity of ſome Occaſſonal Confor- 
miſts to his Worſhip > Does not David rell us, in 
FJ the Word's of God's holy Spirit, that an open Enemy, 
a profeſt Ad verſary of the Houſe of God, could never 


overwhelm'd him with ſuch Miſeries, for then, perad- 
C 2 venture, 
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e 
yeuture,” „would "have hid himſelf from bim$ 
The 50 al reaſon, we muſt ſuppoſe, he would 
avec 'betook himſelf to the common Meaſures of 
8 then he would have ſhelter'd his 
Saul under the Wings of the Almighty, and atm'd 
his Hands with his. own Sovereiguty; then it ig 
that the Devil gains his full Compaſs, ſor the moſt 
mortal Blow upon ys, when he takes us at una« 
warcs,. when he has work'd his Deſigns neareſt to 
our Hcarrs, and by the Slights of his Applications, 
made his own Agents Maſters of our good Opini. 
on: And upon this Account, as we may humbly 
conceiye, it was, that the bleſſed Jeſus, the faithful 
Shepherd of his Flock, utter d that compaſſionate 
Wiſh, I would thou wert hot or coll. 05 
+ I SHALL conclude this Particular with this fol- 
lowing Reflection, which I am ſure is both Seaſo- 
nable and True; which I profeſs, in the Sincerity 
of my Soul, is intended to Reform, not to Pro- 
voke; not that the Miniſters of Chrift can hope, in 
ſuch an Age as this, to Preach themſelves into the 
good Opinion of divided Multitudes, by preaching 
vp one Faith, who hear the holy Apoſtle expoſty- 
lating with his own Converts. Am I therefore bs- 
come your Enemy, becauſe J tell you the Truth? 

LET us conſider then, how the preſent Aﬀeti 
ons of the Chriſtian World, differ from the De. 
ſires and Wiſhes of Chriſt our Saviour: The bleſſed 
Jeſus expreſs'd it more deſirable to him to fee Men 
Het than  Lukewarm; we praiſe them only who 
are Lukegarm: Chriſt declares the Cold, the open 
Enemics of his Church, preferable, in his Eyes, 
which are too pure to behold Iniquity, to the 
Lutewarm, its pretended Friends; we will allow 

none 
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none to be faithful Friends of his Church but the 

[atrivartn, its counterfeit Admirers, and will ac 
knowledge Iniquity in none but che Fi: Such 
therefore as are expreſs' d, by the Spirit of God, to 
be the Indi gnatlont of gur Lord, the very Avetſion 
of the holy Feyus; are courted, ſouguit for; and 
adorn'd, on every ſide, with the Praiſes, and 
Friendſhips, and Encour Paras of, Crowds of tho 
Profeſſors of our High Prieſt; whereas the Hor, 
be Dirlings and Delight: of his, precious Soul, ars 
excluded out of the number. of his Faithful, meer- 
ly becauſe they are Hot. But O, let not ſach faint 

let them not be diſmay'd under any ſuch Changes 
in chis World of Chances, who have receiv'd the 
more glorious Encouragement af the infallible Wiſ- 
dom from above, ot the much ſurer Words of Pro- 
phecy, Be ye ftedfaſt, immoveable, always abouniling 
iry the Works. of the Lord; knowing, that your Labour 
os l not be in vain in the Lord. And then again, 
in Happy is he that ſpall endure to the end. 2 
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15. Dog SERMON 


8 * Chap. III Ver. xv, xvj. ' 

- "Hi by Works, that thou art neither hot nor cold; 
would thou wert told or hot. 

So then, becauſe thou art lukewarm, and reither cold 
vor hot, Twil ſpew thee out of wiy Mouth. 


0 7H ENI oper d to you theſe words the 
; "laſt Sunday, 1 _ d to Diſcourſe a 
them in ichkis Method; 

Fir, To enquire, wherein conſiſts, the Natur 
ol that Lutewarmneſe, which is here pointed gut 
by che Spirit of God, as a Sin moſt grievous — 
abominable in his Sight. 

Secondly, To make ſome Reflections upon thoſ 
Modern Notions of Chriſtianity, which have been 
propagated amongſt us, under the plauſible Shew 
and Title of Moderation that every impartial Man 
may judge, Whether the Moderation ſo much ap- 
plauded, does not appear, in all the Properties and 
Qualicies of, it, to be this very Lutewarmneſs, which 
is ſo highly dereſted, and ſakes againſt, by ou 
| bleſſed riss the Chrif of God. $, 

HAviNnG then ſpoken to the Firſt of theſe, I. 
proceed now..to the Second Particular; which i, p 
to make ſome Reflections upon, and Compari 
ſon between thoſe modern Notions of Religion, I to 
which have been - propagated amongſt us, under} pc 
the plauſible Shew and Title of Moderation that 


eycry OT Man may Judge, whether 5 Me. 
| eras 


E* 


0 =_ 
+, Bl 4ration, ſo much applauded, does not appear, i 
au the Properties and Qualities of it, 

2 very Lukewarnneſs, arte is ſo highly dete 224 
2 againſt by our bleſſed ONO the 1520 


of God. bat gon 
Go D knowe, we have liv. to 983 very by 
pherick Gueſs of that ſh ining, Light of the. 
14. arion, Philip Me lanct hon, „ lil in our Days 5 
ho foretold, \ That it was to he fear d, that che 
„time would come, wherein Men would be . 
with this Etror, Either, that Religion . is 
Matter of not hing; or, thut the Differences. in . 
« ligion are meerly verbal“. Has not this Pu the 
wretched Effect of that new-ſtarted Criteriqn o 
yotion, Moderation £ Has it not been under the ap- 
pearance of that Vertue, that Men have beemar- 
gud out of a true Spirit of Religion; have. been 
taught, that the Piery of the Chriſtian conſiſts in 
the Looſneſs of his Principles; that the beſt Rule 
of its Practice is, to rid our Conſciences of all Zeal 
for its Doctrines ? Have they not been theſe (oft 
and ſmooth Meaſurers of Moderation, that. haye 


and, as Reſotance is ſet up for the Foundation of 
Loyalty, . fo is Zukewarmneſs ſet forth. as the heſt 
Preſervative of Religihn? Has it not been under 
the Pretences of this admir'd Cat holicon, that our 
Souls have been wean'd ſrom that noble Spirit of 
e, Love for God's Church, which animated and made 
h ij, ¶ glorious the firſt Converts of Chriſtian Truth ; and 
pati · ¶ whilſt we are invited to think well of all Religions, 
gion, to hold all Diviſions in them in the ſame Favour and 
nder good Opinion? Have we not wonderfully. diſen- 


chatf gag'd our Souls from all concern for any, and ma- 
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earn d the Chriſtian to give way to Patadoxes; 
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0, Men appeat'd as well contented With a Createi 
an Eternal Savjouf? Have been brought to dif. 
great 4 Certainty of Salvation in ſuch Al 
—.—— explode the holy Sacraments of Chrif 
trample under foot choſe Pledges of Love, as in that 
Tonimunion of God's Church, which does revere, 
"and celebrate, aud diftfibure them with Devotion; 
a great an Efficacy and Vertue in all the Offices of 
Religion, whilſt perform'd by thoſe Hands which 
hays not been Confeerated thereunto, as by ſuch wh 
have receiw'd that expreſs Commiſſion, As n FI 
tber ſent me, ſo ſend I 30%: ge teach all Nation, 
"whoſe" Sins he remit, they" are- remitted, and whoſe 
Sins ye retain, they are retained.” Theſe Miſchieſ⸗ 
we all feel, and are eyery day more and more ſe. 
de ö; but I am ſure it will puzzle all the A“ 
miters of our modern Moderat ion, to give us ot 
Inſtance of the leaſt Services which it has brought, 
; of the leaſt Good? which it has done, either” to 
Church or State. Let it appear how Men haye 
been made more regular in their Humours, or it 
nocent in their Paſſions; more open in Righteouſ 
© nefs, or fruitful in Good Works 3 more united witꝭ 
In themſelves, or at Peace with their Neighbouts 
» its Prevalency amongſt us? Has not this Age 
Moderation been found as hot in its Invective⸗ 
and fiery in its Revilings, as any "one before i 
which has been cenſur'd for the moſt Immoderate 
Hereſies, indeed, and Schiſms, and Immorality 
may boaſt of their Advancements under it, but th 
Truth and Spouſe of the bleſſed Fe/ws have gain'd fi 
Fruits to rejoyce in. I would not be miſundet 
ſtöod : I, who haye the Honour to be a Preachef! 
of the Goſpel of Reconciliatiovy, do nor ſtand u 
het © 


Cao 
here to ſpeak againſt Moderation, as it is a Chriſtian 
vertue, and implies a proper Exerciſe of Charity, 
and a Chriſtian Forbearance of the Inſirmities of our 
Brother. No, I ſpeak now only againſt thoſe Abu- 
ſes, and ſhameful Miſapplieations of it, which have 
mightily ſhaken our Faith, and almoſt ftripp'd our 
Souls of all the Principles of true Righteouſneſs. 
 MoDERATION certainly, taken in its Evans 
gelical Meaning, for that Vertue which obliges us 
ro reſtrain our Luſts; and bound the Exorbicancy 
of our Affections 3 as it implies a Gentleneſs and 
Humility in our Temper, a Genius ready to give 
way in the more rigorous Meaſures of Juſtice, in 
ſuch matters as are within our own power; as it 
lads us to be injurious to none, nor over-righteous - 
a our ſelves ; has its Charms and Praiſes, its moſt 
excellent Uſes and Applications in the Convetſation 
of the Chriſtian, N \ mT 
Again, MODERATION, like all other Chri- 
ſtian Vertues and Duties, has its true and real 
in. Beauties, while it is exereiſed upon its proper Ob- 
Jed, and is rightly apply'd to Matters ſuitable to the 
Wihitentions of God in it; and therefore we eannot 
vii appear. too zealous, in preſſing this Vertue upon our 
Luſts and Paſſions, our untuly Wills and Inclinati- 
we. ons, which we are every where in the 0 Scri- 
it tures: exhorted to command and modetate; but the 
Miſapplieation of any Duty. perverts the Work it- 
elf, proves the Diſgrace, | inſtead of the Praiſe of 
eur Actions, and when we undertake. to mingle 
vd adh range and un evangelical Qualities, with any Ver- 
tue recommended by God's Sprit, that which is 
noſt Graceful in it felf, becomes a Shame and Sin 
In as, through our n I ſhall endeavour 


L831 
to illuſtrate this in an Inſtance or two, and ſer this 
Point in its true Light. b 15 

Ir is our certain, and moſt laudable Duty, to 
pay God continually thoſe Sacrifices of our Hearts, 
which, in his holy Word, he requires of us; but 
then, with Saul, to break God's expreſs Command. 
ment, and ſanctifie our Diſobedience with the Plea 
of our Duty, with Prerences of ſecuring a morc 
noble Sacrifice to offer up to his Majeſty, mult be 
the vileſt Tranſgreſſion, and ſuch a Sacrifice a cer- 
tain Sin. Again; it is our unqueſtionable Duty to 
ſearch the Scriptures; but/to read them for ſuch x 
purpoſe, as culling out Paſſages to gratifie our vain 
Janglings, and Luſt of Contention, to entertain the 
lewd Clubs we frequent with profane Railleries and 
Paſtime out of the Lines of Life 3 to palliate our 
Adulteries, or give Countenance to Poligamy, muſt 
render our Reading, which is our Duty, our Pro- 
yocation againſt God. This is manifeſtly to turn 
that Duty which God has enjoyn'd us for our good 
and his own Service, to our Shame, and God's Diſ- 
honour, and make the Works of his Appointment, 
the Diſgrace and Reproach of his holy Spirit. 80 
in the Vertue before us, to apply that Moderation, 
which God recommends to us for the reſtraining 
our Paſſions, and ſweetning the bitterneſs of our 
Spirits, to make us kind and compaſſionate in our 
Converſations with Men. To apply this Moderati- 
on, I fay, which God's holy Spirit recommends to 
us for otlier ends, to Principles of Religion, and 
Doctrines of Faich, and mcatures of our Conformity 
to an Eſtabliſh'd Church, things which it has no 
relation ro, 'muſt be abuſing a known Vercue ot 
Righteouſneſs, a-diverting the Intentions of God's 


Spiru 


EKF S8 


Les. 

Spirit, and covering our Sin with a Docttine of the 
Holy Ghoſt. — * perhaps, who will con- 
ſeſo, that Moderation can have no place i 104 u 
of Religion, or Articles of Faith, may jud Fo, that 
it ought ſtill to be allow'd room in the 
on of our Conformity to any Eſtabliſhmoent of the 
Church; and therefore in Anſwer ro this, 

As firſt, If it has no Place in Principles of Re- 
ligion, how comes it that we have been ſo long re- 
— that ſo) many Miaiſters of Ch iſt have deen 

pos d to the Outrage of the World, for want of 
Moderation in —, of Religion, to which ĩt docs 
not belong? How, that ſo. many Yeats together 
we have enjoy d our ſelves in the moſt immoderate 
Indulgence of all AttcQions, tound no lack, no ne- 
ceſſity of - Moderation in them, and have at laſt 
brought our Conſciences to this Reſolution, That 
the hs deſirable Moderation in the Chriſtian is this, 
To be moderate in Religion? 

SECONDLY, If I have ſuppos'd too much, if 
Men will ſtiſl believe it ought to have its Iafluence 
in Principles of Religion, let me deſire them to. 
point us to any one Place, either in the Law, or the 
Goſpel, whence they can derive, wherein they can 
read the Chriſtianity of this Character. 4 May mo- 
derate in the Faith of Chriſt; that is, A moderate 
Believer in Jeſa&s: moderate in his Hope that is, 
a moderate Depender upon Chriſ?'s Revelatior ind the 
Promiſes of it: Moderate in his Charity; that is, a 


moderate Lover of his Neighbour, Moderation, no 
doubt, is applicable, and — ſeaſonably to be re- 
carded, in all ſuch Actions wherein we are liable to 


Exceſs and Vice, Thus, to be moderate in our Er t- 
Ing, and moderate in our Drinking; moderate in our 
Pleaſures, and moderate in our Longings after Wealth, 

D 2 muſt 


ulati- 
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muſt come up to the Intentions of God, and truly 
reliſh of the Moderation of the Goſpel. But then, 
à contrary Application of this Moderation to the 
Works of Vertue, muſt have a contrary Operation: 
For Inſtance z A Man moderately Chaſte, moderately 
Temperate, moderately Pure, moderately Holy, mo. 
derately Jult, moderately Honeſt, nay, to come 
up to the Shiboleth of the Age, moderately 
Loyal, how un-evangelical muſt ſuch a Character 
be? How muſt the Chriſtian bluſh to allow it his 
Praiſes> As to the very laſt; as Ambitious as ſome 
Genius's appear to reconcile Crown'd Heads to the 
Doctrine of Refſtange, I believe they would. judge 
it prudent, to cover that part of the Character in 
thoſe whom they ſhall at any time recommend to 
the Grace of a Prince; for he that is but moderate. 
ly Loyal, may, upon occaſion, be found immode: 
rately Diſſoyal. 

LET us weigh now the Reaſonableneſs of their 
Norions, who dare not admit Moderation in the 
Principles of Faith, but yet plead for its Interpoſi- 
tion in our Conformity to our Church Eſtabliſh'd. 
And here it is fit ro conſider, in the firſt place, how 
or by what Meaſures it is, that the Spirit of God 
perſwades us to keep the Faith? And is not that, 
in Unity, and the Bond of Peace; wherefore, ſuch 
Moderation as muſt deface that Unity, and diſſolve 
the Bonds of Love, can no ways reſemble the Per- 
fections of that Spirit, which is to be the Guardian 
of our Faith: And that Moderation, whoſe Service 
it is to preſent all Religions alike ro our AﬀeRi- 
ons, to endear every Sect of it to our good Wiſhes 
and good Opinions, to diſcover an amiable Charm 
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in all ſorts of Faiths and Religions, muſt teceſſarily 


overturn that Unity which is to keep the Faith, 
wuſt break through thoſe Bonds of Conſtancy, Sted- 
aſtneſs and Perſeverance, which are only agreeable 
to that one Faith, that one Baptiſm, that one God 
1nd Father of all, who hath call'd us to, and who 
would have us all ſtand to that Faith which is but 
one, and which wag once, and but once, deliver'd 
to the Saints He who is taught by Moder ation to 
think well of all Religions, will ha dly judge him- 


Frujt of Moderation will prove this, to let all Prin- 
ciples and Practice, all Doctrines and Perſeverance, 
in a word, all Religion and Truth fall gently toge- 
ther in time. | 7 Wi 
Secondly, LE T us conſider, that Moderation, as it 
has nothing to do in Principles of Religion and 
Matters of Doctrine, nor indeed is any ways ap. 
jeit Mplicable ro any real Vertue, ſuch as Stedfaſtneſs, 
the EConſtancy, and Perſeverance in Religion moſt cer- 
ofi- Mainly are; ſo bas it no uſe at all in our Confor- 
1d, nity to any Eſtabliſh's Church, becauſe we are at 
liberty to uſe our Moderation, only in thoſe things 
which are abſolutely in our own Power to do, or 
to leave undone, without Offence to God or Man: 
zuch particulars, I mean, in which we are ty'd up, 
neither by the Laws of God, nor Statutes of Man; 
er- Mit being plain, that we are not to be moderate, that 
lian Is, indifferent jn our Deportment, where God hag 
rice Noblig d us to Conſtancy and Zeal: And the holy 
Ri- N Goſpel tells us plainly, That we are to be obedient, 
hes ud not moderate; that is, negligent and diſobedient to 
arm every Or dMance of man for the Lord's ſake, What can 
in Men mean by being moderate under à Church Eſta- 
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ſelf oblig d to hold taſt to any, and the chiefeſt | 
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bliſt d, when its Rubricks and Service, its Homilig if” 
Articles and Canons, are that ſtated Rule by which 
all che Members of it ought to walk, from which 
they are not to deviate; theſe are bur Rule, fup- 
ported by our Laws, and a Rule whole Inno- 
cence and Apreeablencſs to the Goſpel, in a 
irs Doctrines and Diſcipline, in all its Rites and 

Ceremonies, has been acknowledg d by every Miniſtet 
of our Church, in his Subſcription, in the open De 
clarations of his untcign'd Aſſent and Conſent tg 
every one of them: He therefore is only to be allow 
to be a Church of Eugland Man, who is faithful in h 
Conformiry to each Particular in them; becauſe be 
that omits any part of them, be his Intention what 
it will, tranſgreſſes his Duty, and throws a Cenſute 
upon the Church by that Omiſſion ; he ſets up his 
own Judgment againſt the Judgment of the Church, 
and fpeaks her to be to blame for having enjoyn' 
that, which, as he ſhews by his own Omiſſion, ty 
thinks ought rather to have been left un-enjoyn'd 
So again, He that ſhall pretend to raiſe our Zei 
to things higher than thoſe which our Rule pte 
ſcribes, ceaſes to be a Church of England Man, b 
judging her faulty in the limitations of her Rule 
the one tranſgreſſes, by condemning her of impoſing 
too much upon her Members, and the other of ob 
liging them too little. Conformity, like all othe 
Vercues, conſiſts in the Mean, between the Detet 
of the one and the Exceſs of the other; and ther: 
fore, the Diſtinctions of higb and /ow Church are te 
ally ridiculous, and only ſerviceable for thoſe Mi 

chiefs and Conſuſions which they were firſt intende: 
to intoxicate us with: He that does his Duty to cht 
Churcb, according to her own Rule, may juſtly g 
. . 10 
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or 4 true Chureh Man: He that requires more to be 
elicy'd or done than her Rule requires, ſhews he 
s not of rhe, Church. Now, methinks, the ſin- 


xe Friends of our Church, can never be overfond 
the good Word of thoſe who are ready to com- 


nend ſuch only as live in the Breach of their moſt 


eligious Engagements, and appear ready to ſacri- 


lee their Duty to their Moderation. It will be ſaid, 


o doubt, theſe ate but litt le things, I mean, Rites and 
Ceremonies, - are but little things ; but are Unity. 
Decency and Order in God's Worſhip really little 
things? Are Loye, Concord and mutual Sineerity, 
which are to be hop d for only under a Unitormity 
of Religion, little things? Is our tranſgreſſing of a 
known Duty, and living in ſuch a Tranſgreſſion, a 
lcele Thing > 'Suppoſe it be; has not our Lord 
told us, that He that is unfaithful in that which is 
lat, will be unfaithful alſo in that which is much? 
Can thoſe therefore; who have not been faithful in 


Ide little and ſlighteſt Particulars of our Church, 


r the propereſt Perſons to be grac d with the 
Character A ber faithfulleſt Sons, be b:ſt qualifyd 
o be truſted with, and te be depended upon, for the 
ſecurity of her richeſt Treaſures? Would any wiſe: 
Man here preſent, pick him out for his truſtieſt Sup- 


5 porter, in his higheſt Concerns, whom he hath 


bund faichleſs in the leaſt of his Dzalings? Is not 


is ſhuffling up and down with our Moderation, the 


ame, as for every Pariſh: Prieſt ro aſſume to himſelſ 
i diſpenſing Power, paramount to thoſe Canons he 


funds engag'd'ro obey; and can a Diſpenſing Power, 


hid under the Wings of Moderation. taken up by a Po- 


%a, Levite appear at laſt fo allowable, which has been 
Jug d intolerable in the hands of Soycreign Princes? 


o 
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la fine; can there be ſweeter Allurements in ſuch 4 
Character as this, A moderate Man, than in this, 4% 
wpright and invariable Chriſtian: In this, 4 Mas ea. 
Ay carry d afide by every Intereſt ; or this, A Man above 
receſſion in his Principles; a Man, who is neither to 
be brib'd by Temptations, nor affrighted by Frowng 
out of his Duty: in this, Omniam horaram homo, one 
made for every Deceiver's turn; or this, It i mt 
all the Power of Earth or Hell that can ſhake his Inte, 
grity, However the Flatteries of intt ieguing Undet- 
miners may ſeduce our Hearts and blind our Eyes; it 
is demonſtrable, that Moderation, thus employ'd, in 
the breach of our Duty, muſt he our Shame, and 2 
Condemnation of our Eſtabliſhment, even a Con. 
demnation of our Church's Diſcipline 3 which has 
been exalted in the ſublimeſt manner, by ſome of the 
Pens ot thoſe Men, who have appear'd, of late, the 
moſt condeſcending Admirers of this Moderation. c 
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MN may give whar Names they pleaſe ; this is Wy 


not Moderation, but Guile, and Tricking with Chi“ 
ſtianity : This is not to be Moderate our ſelves, but 
to betray others; and whatever ſuch Men, or the 
Crowds. of their Favourers may judge, this is Lule- 
warmneſs, and the Practicers of it, no other, in truth, 
than right down Laodiceans. The Moderation which 
the Apoſile recommends, and all the Saints pradticd; Wi 
was that which leads us to command our Afſections, + 
to conduct our Actions in Sobriety and good Hu- Wy 
mour ; to keep our Conſciences void of Offence, , 
as well in the Things of God, as in our Convetſa- I 
tions with Men ; to be as generouſſy diſpoſed 28. 
poſſible, in our Practice towards all, whilſt we keep 
our ſelves incorruptible in our Rrinciples ; the Goſ- I. 
del Moderation, reſpects our Actions, but not _ [ 
. Faith; 


4 
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| ok, unto à perfect Man, unto the Me 


db. 
faith; we ate taught FH ht ER hearted: 
to Men, — not to play Faſt and Looſe. with the 
Barnes 6f our Lord, or out of Breed 
the Meltings of H 
tors and Obſtinacy of Mens miſguided Spirits ; this 
g what- we are dehotted from, by the Examples of 
patriarchs, and Apoſtles, of God's primitive Saints 
ind Martyrs, whom we find not ng ol 
frrors, but in every Age ſtedfaſt in the Faith, re- 
filting the manifold Hereſies, and Schiſms, which 
ppear'd, even unto Blood 3 but our modern Notion 
0 Moderation, is no where advanced in the W ritings 
of the Holy Ghoſt 3 nay, it apparently tends to 
trifle and Extinguiſn the divine Labours, of that 
immaculate Spirit ot Truth, as will be e 
ble in theſe following Particulars: 
Hrſt, BE C'AuST it moſt — exitla; 1 
Obſtruct, and Diſappoint the moſt bleſſed Gifts, 


which our Redeemer the Holy Jeſus; when he af 


tended up on High, gave unto Men, who: as the 
poltle deſcribes theſe Vercies, gave ſome. Aprſiles, 
Ine Prophets, and ſome Evangelifs, and: ſome Paſtors 
art Teachers, for theſe very wof k of Grace, far the 
ling the Saints, for the "Wark of the Miniſtry, for 
the Edifying the Body of Chriſt. till we all come into 
of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the 


27 L 


tature of the fullneſs of Chriſt; that we 


10 ety Children, toſſed to and fro, and carried about © 


bith-every wind of Doctrine, by the fight of Men; and 
amring 2 , whereby they lye in wait to de- 
tive, hut ſpeating the truth in love, may g 
uro him in all things, which is the Head, even > Chrifhs 
All which — — of his holy Miniſtry. 


muſt 


; or 
me rang gary if 


ow up. 
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muſt neceſſatily be inverted, by the prevalency of 
that Moderation, which is ſo delightful to this Age; 
for that indeed, obliges us to ſpeak in Love, not of 
the Truths of Chriſt, bur of Complaiſance and Ten- 
derneſs for the Errors of Men 5 which can never 
bring Men to Perfection, or to the Stature of the 
Meaſure of the fulneſs of Chriſt, but flatrer them 
into ſuch low and imperfect Meaſures of his Know. 
_ which muſt expoſe them to every wind of 

ine, unſettle their Faith, and leave them to 
be continually toſs d to and fro, by the flight of 
Men, and cunning Craſtineſs, whereby they lye in 
wait to deceive : For how ſhall they be fafe from 
every wind of Doctrine, who are wrought by the 
Encour ents of our Moderation, into an indiffe. 
rency for all Doctrines, taught that the moſt efler 
tial Truths of the Eternity of the Son of God, ar 
meerly Verbal, as MclanGhon expreſt it; pure Ce 
tentions about Words, and fo left equally diſpoſed 
to entertain any ſirange Notion, which they my) 
find in their way to Chriſt. | 
What Creature- is repreſented by the Spirit ol 
Soc, for a greater Monſter then the Double · mindet 
Man e who, as St. James remarks, is unſtable in al 
bis Ways: And muſt not ſuch a Miſapplication of 
truly Chriſtian Vertue, make all Men doublers wich 
Chriſt, prepare their Conſciences for ten thouſand 
Errors, and Uncertainties; looſen their Minds, f 
them afloat in an Ocean of Diviſions, and fill then 
with Inclinations ready to take up with every De 
ceiver. a | | 

Secondly, As this modern Notion of Moderatis 
diſappoints the Intentions of Chriſt in his holy M 
niſtery, ſo mult it naturally divert en, anc 
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e $ewards of his Miniſtry, from a right perſormanee'sf 
+ I the moſt important part of their ſacted Function. 


THe great Duty of the Miniſters of Cheilt; I, 
find moſt amply ſer before us, by St. Paul, in thoſe + 
the Exhortations, by which he Prepar'd and Diſciplin d 


en! both Timothy and Titus for the holy Function: His 


1 of # Seaſor, nd out of Seaſon; R 
© al Keaſon of his own Vehetneney herein, he gives him 
in the next Verſe : For the Time will come when they 


Luſts, ſhall they heap to themſelves Teachers, having 
itching Ears : His Admonitions left with Titus, are 
theſe : Rebuke them ſharply,” that my may be found 
n the Faith.- And again, Theſe things Speak and 
Exhort , and Rebuke with all Authority, let no Man 
deſpiſe thee e And do2s not the Holy Apoſtle in his 
Jon Practice, and Example, adviſe us, that it is 

the i ndiſpenſable Duty Hieber Officer of Chriſt's 
Y Miniſtery, to open the Whole Will of God to Men, 
Iv be plain, at all Hazards in the Delivery of his 

Truths: To abhor ſhuffling with Conſciences, or 
ſuiting Doctrines to Times; ſtiling thoſe very Col- 
1 \vſions, Tergiverſatione, and Contealments which 
night paſs With us under the Plauſibilities of Mo- 


F Linguage in which God charges his Dumb, and ſtill 
Prophets, with the Loſs of his People; the Language 
m which Cod threatens to require the Souls of his 
People at the Hands of his Prieſts in Judgment: Thus 
does our Apoſtle rake his farewel of rhe Elders of 
an Miletus? I take you to record this Day, that I am 

rw bare from the Blood of all Men, for I bave not ſbun'd 
fo deglarg unto you, all the Councel of God. W 


lnſtructions to Timothy ate theſe: Preach the "Word 
De, Rebuke, Ex- | 
* lort with "all Long ſuffering, and Doctrine; and the 


will not endure ſound Doctrine, but after their ou: 


BW {ration a being Guilty of the Blood of Men 3 the 
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WI find here; that * 27 Apoſtle * 
e OY 


that it is our Duty, to preach the Wo 
11 1 4 eren Fo 
ration: pleaded for by the at pre 
moſt Provident and Sollicitous: for the Eaſe 5 the 
re 1 — that the moſt ſeaſonable Doctrines, 
out of Seaſon, are nat to be Preach'd, — 
rather to be avoided, as thoſe edg d Tools, which 
may probably rather hurt our Selves, then do good 
to Others: The Apoſtle preſſes us in the moſt 
affectionate "roma. to rebuke; the Moderation of 
the Age perſwades, that for a Miniſter ta pretend, 
to Rebuke, is Prieſtcraft, 3. for him to fetch his Au. 
thority to Reptove, from the WE A an Apo. 
ſile, or from. any Commiſſion, left by ber Lord, 
wich his Church. is Prieſteraſt in Perfection: Again, 
the Apoſtle adviſes us to Rebuke, for this Reaſon, 
becauſe: the Times will come, that Men will not 
endure ſound Doctrine, - becauſe grievous Wolves 
will break in upon the. Flock of Chriſt: . Madera 
tion reaches us to keep on the Sheeps Clothing; ang 
becauſe the Wolves do appear, and the times ate 
come, which are too corrufit:to bear ſound;DoErines 
(rather, than diſturb the Peage of the Warld, or put 
our ſelves to the. Fatigues and Loſſes which 
we. may be expoſed te by our Oppoſitions) 
to run in with the Wolves, and fall a prey ing upon 
the Family of Chrif - There 1 was a Sect of Hercricks 
of old, Wboſe Hereſy-<1nfiſted of this, That they 
held the Law ſulneſs oi deny ing Chrii in times of Pet. 
ſecution ſor che Faith ; n certainly it muſt be 28 
= a Here'y to diflemble wich God); and his bleſſed 
ruths, out 1 2 Loyc oſ the lutereſts and Promotions 
of the World; as to deny him, out of a Fear of its 
Tortutes. Making Pillow, and. Ferchiefs ed. n 


Armhol oe Words, plaſig t. Doctrines an 
h N Prophech wy 17 of © 0 * 
Hearts, Prophecies which By, 70 The I Ld ayeth 

be hath not ſpoken; Prop 

Peace, | and there 15 no Pes 75 bes are 00 on y 
Works. which Moderation allo The nelle of Ch 

o in this Word. God thunder d Lagainſt bis 5 
phets! in old times; Je have nat go 1 75 into t 777 
wither made up the hedge, the heage e 405 a, 

the inroads 1 wild Brow. | or the %.. of 171 to 
ſand i in the battle in the 4777 0 100 . Put Modes 
ration tells us, That Judgme 10 | Terrors and Aſto- 
nſhment await the as of Chriſt, ; Who ſhall pre- 
race to attend qur Lord in his Battles 8 thoſe Troops 
0 his holy Soldiers. who ſhal 1g out againſt the 
15 the mighty Inſulters of his Purity, A 

[1 2 Irreligion, and even Blaſphemics: - Ft 
de ate aſſux d, cannot endan 18 his Heayenly Spouſe: 5 
but the Zeal of his Houſhold, the. 2000 of the Fo "Qrces 
e his holy Miniſters ſhall confynie” her Beauty. We 
ue fall'n into that happy Age. when Reprovfs ars 
needleſs; when the Church Militant i is in. 8 State 
Triymphant, a above Sufferings or Daoger; fo, that 
opening our Mouths againſt eſiſting of Princes, 1 
pure Rebellion; and in Defence of our Church, mg 
aging the Service of I know not What Popilh Pre. 
rences and Pretenders, We are come to ky Perfes 
tion, and Improvement in our Eye ſight, that the 
ame DoCtrines which, ig the brighteſt Ages of the 
church, and which few Fears finice,yere taken for the 
ag Grace and Beaufieg of Chriſtianity, are now diſcove, 
ſled ted to be the very ferment of Selition : Lord gran 
ions Achat we don't ſee theſe paradoxes and Riddles unfol _ 
fits Amen own Delalatiph,, Indeed, ſome Men are 
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they look upon it as an act of Infidelicy, to fu 
2 A Polibiliry of its Danger. T * true, wr 
not long fince, the Word and Vote of our Honoy. 
rable Legiflators, That it was not then i» danger; but 
no Vote of all the Powers upon Earth can dexetmin, 
That it ſhall never be in danger; nay, though it may be 
ſaſe this. that it ſhall not be obnoxious toperils the hen 
Year, unleſs they can command the Powers of Satan, 
and tye down Lucifer in an Offenſive and Defenſive 
League with Heaven, O then, may it not at leaſt, be 
difcreet in us to check our own Confidence, if we 
reflet upon thoſe Words of God's Spirit, Whey mey 
ſay Peace and Safety, then ſhall come upon them ſuddey 
ftrutliew. God bas told us, The Gates of Hell ſhall 
not prevail againſt it; but he has told vs withal, that 
thoſe Gates will ever be plotting againſt his Church, and 
c mmanded his Watchmen to be always upon their guard. 
No Churchmazs will deny his Thanks for ſuch s Vote, 
ſince the leaſt Aſſurance it could carry in it, muſt hays 
been this, that they who had Vored it to be flourifh- 
ing, muſt be preſum'd to have been reſolv'd toemploy 
the Powers of Legiſlation in the ſupport of its Pro- 
ſperity: But ſurely it muſt be a moſt envious and 
unjuſt Reflection upon the true Sons of our Church 
to ſurmiſe, that they could apprehend Danger ſrom 
the Adminiſtration of our moſt Gracious Queen, who 
hath told us from the Throne, That ber Heart js en 
tirely Engliſh; and in the whole Courſe of her Life, 
which may God propagate to the utmoſt length, 
given us the moſt convincing Demonſtrations, 
| that Her Soul is wholly with our Eſtabliſhment, 
4 that is, Truly Proteſtant, Alas! the Powers 
I and Governments of the World, are not to be 
ſu ed che only Source from whence Dangers " 
| arity 


E 
ariſe to Religion ; there are ſome living Witneſſes in 
being (for it is not much more than half a Century 
which has run ſince) who are able to inform us. - that 
our moſt Glorious Conſtitution was reduc d to the 
utmoſt Miſery and Deſolation; all her Apeſtolical 
Diſcipline defac'd, and over-run with Rubbiſh, its 
whole excellent Building thrown into that Confuſion, 
which the impious Heathens imprecated againſt the 
Temple of God; when they cry'd, Doms with it, down 
with it, even to the ground; inform us, That all theſe 
Sorrows fell upon our Church, even then, when our 
Prince, the Glorious Grandfather of her preſent Ma . 
jeſty, was its moſt immoveable Defender, and all the 
iſdom and Councils of his Adminiſtration engag'd 
in its Protection; when her Biſhops,the whole Benel: . 
of 'em, appear'd Confeſſors and Martyrs for her 
Truth and moſt Primitive Diſcipline ; when all who 
had any Right co our Government, maniteſted the 
moſt unſhakeable Devotion for her Service. Alas! 
the moſt dreadful proſpect of her Danger comes from 
our ſelves, from the degeneracy ot her own Mem- 
bers, from the growth of Deiſm, and an infinity of 
Shiſms within Fer own Bowels; from a univerſal 
Deluge of Immoralities, which does overbear us; 
from our Contempt of, and Lukewarmmneſs, in her holy 
Cauſe; ſrom the Looſneſs of our Principles, and Cor. 
raption of our Practices; theſe are the dircful Progno- 
ſticks of her Danger, if not her Ruin; wheretore, ſure- 
ly it cannot be, chat any of the true Friends, the real 
Lovers of our Conſtitution, ſhould be offended with 
ber faithſul Miniſters ; when, knowing the Terrors 
of the Lord, in our Pulpirs we Preach againſt that 
Profaneneſs and Immorality , thoſe Errors and 
Hereſies, which will moſt inevitably, fooner or 
hter, if God, in pity, ſpare her not, 
| IT bring 
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